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Outline of the Government of Russia and of the
Union of Socialist Soviet Republics

RUSSIA PROPER

Local Soviet:

Handles local government on orders
from above.

Rural District Congress:

Deputies from village Soviets; monthly
meetings.

County Congress:

Not more than 300 members; meets
quarterly.

Provincial Congress:

Not more than 300 deputies; each of
the congresses, except the ones lower
than this, controls the one subordinate
to it.

Regional Congress:

Not more than 500 deputies.

All-Russian Congress of Soviets:

Over 2000 members; annual sessions;
chief function is to select and hear
reports from Central Executive Com-
mittee.

Central Executive Committee:

386 members; holds bi-monthly meet-
ings; responsible collectively to Ail-
Russian Congress but supreme during
its adjournment. When not in session,
its powers are exercised by the Presi-
dium.

Council of People's Commissars:

Includes administrative heads of de-
partments responsible individually and
collectively to Central Executive Com-
mittee and contains most important
members of that body. Its chairman
(equivalent to Premier) has only
authority to settle disputes.

Departments and Services:

Under the Council of People's Com-
missars are the various services and
departments of government corre-
sponding to Cabinet ministries in other
countries.

The departments local to Russia Proper are
those of the Interior, Social Welfare,
Health,, Justice, Education and Agri-
culture.

Those under Union supervision are Work-
men's and Peasants' Inspection, Fi-
nance, Labor, Trade, Economy and
Statistics,

Commissars responsi'bld to the Union are
those of Foreign Affairs, War and
Marine, Communications, Posts and
Telegraphs.

U. S, S. R.

The   Russian   Socialist  Federated   Soviet
Republic (Russia Proper):

All autonomous republics and areas,
except the six named below, which
came into U. S. S. R. by treaty, are
included in Russia Proper, which also
contains most of Siberia.

The  six  republics, federated with  Russia
Proper, are

Ukraine S. S. R., bordering Rumania.
Uzbekistan S. S. R., near Afghanistan.
Tadjikistan S. S. R., in Central Asia,
White Russia S. S. R., bordering

Poland,
Turkmenistan    S.    S.   R.,    bordering

Persia.
Trans-Caucasian S. F. S. R., including

Georgia,   Armenia   and  Azarbaijan.

The federation of Eussia Proper and the
other six Soviet Republics is effected
by the organization of the

Union Congress of Soviets, the members
of which are elected by provincial
congresses in member republics. Re-
sponsible to the Union Congress is the

Union Central Executive Committee, com-
posed of 131 members, representative
of the important nationalities, and
450 members apportioned according
to population of member republics.
This Executive Committee selects the

Union Council of Commissars, a counter-
part of the Russian Council. This is
the administrative ministry of U. S. S.
R. and includes the following

Departments or Ministries:

Foreign Affairs, War and Marine, For-
eign Trade, Transport, Posts and Tele-
graphs, Workers' and Peasants' In-
spection, Labor, Food, Finance, and
Economy.
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